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HARBOR DISTRICT NEWS
Thank you to everyone who has been sharing our newsletters, reports and social
media posts.  With your help the Harbor District has received some great media
coverage, connected with some fantastic people and organizations and helped
spread the word about our efforts to revitalize the Harbor District.  Keep up the
sharing beginning with the recent and upcoming news below.

Harbor District Media Coverage
Grand Trunk Wetland Update
Harbor District Business Spotlight: Chez Jacques
The Confluence - Open to the Public!

For more information and news from the Harbor District don't forget to follow us on
Facebook, Instagram and check out our newly updated website.

Harbor District in the News
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Last month Harbor District received media coverage with stories on WUWM 89.7 FM
and in the BizTimes.  In April we're back with a story by Sean Ryan in the Milwaukee
Business Journal and national coverage by Jen Kinney on NextCity.org.  Both
articles focus on the Waterfront Innovations Design Charrette with the Business
Journal article including a gallery of images that were produced during the
Charrette.  To keep informed of future media coverage as soon as it hits make sure
to follow us on Facebook. 

Update on the Grand Trunk Wetland
The Milwaukee Estuary, where the Milwaukee, Menomonee and Kinnickinnic Rivers
empty into Lake Michigan, was once home to thousands of acres of wetland
stretching from present day Bay View to downtown Milwaukee and west through the
Menomonee Valley towards Wauwatosa.  After 150 years of industrial development
the only portion of wetland remaining in the Harbor District is a few acres next to the
Kinnickinnic River known as the Grand Trunk Site.  

From 1905 to 1978 the Grand Trunk Milwaukee Car Ferry Company operated a
railroad car ferry service at the site taking rail cars back and forth between
Milwaukee and Michigan to avoid rail traffic congestion in Chicago.  Among the ships
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that served the car ferry service was the SS Milwaukee, which went down in a storm
in October 1929 with 52 men.  After the closing of the Grand Trunk Milwaukee Car
Ferry Company in 1978 the site was used by several truck companies before the rail
lines were removed and the site was abandoned in the 1980s.  

As the site is home to the last remaining area of wetland in the Harbor District (see
photo above), the City of Milwaukee has begun planning for the restoration of the
Grand Trunk Wetland.  The City of Milwaukee Redevelopment Authority has
contracted AECOM to prepare a feasibility study for restoration. AECOM will be
working off of the Bay View Wetland Master Plan prepared by Applied Ecological
Services to evaluate various options for the restoration and rehabilitation of the
wetland as habitat. The Redevelopment Authority plans to use the feasibility study to
further the project to the specifications and permitting and ultimately construction
phases.

Watch out this summer and fall for more information on the planned effort to restore
this natural habitat.  In the meantime, you can review the work that has been done
on the Grand Trunk Wetland at the City of Milwaukee's Southeast Side Area Plan
site. 

Harbor District Business Spotlight: Chez Jacques
People told Jacques Chaumet he was crazy in 2001 when he opened his restaurant,
Chez Jacques, in the space currently occupied by Braise Restaurant on South
Second Street.  At the time he was the only restaurant in the area.  Jacques'
restaurant succeeded and in 2006 he purchased a building at 1022 South First
Street. The building had previously been home to the Forelle Fish Netting Co., a
commercial fish market specializing in fish from the Great Lakes.  Chez Jacques
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moved to the First Street building in 2007 and has been serving up classic French
cuisine in that location ever since.   

Today Walker's Point and the Harbor District are home to many of the most popular
and highly regarded restaurants in Milwaukee and Jacques' decision to open a
restaurant in 2001 seems like a smart move.  Jacques says the neighborhood's
future looks bright and he is excited to see so many new businesses and residents
moving into the area.  

For more information on Chez Jacques you can visit them online at
chezjacques.com.  For a review of their food you can see this recent Urban
Milwaukee article.  Jacques recommends following them on Facebook for updates
on special events, such as wine tastings on their beautiful patio.  There is no better
place to experience a bit of Paris in the spring than on Chez Jacques patio (see
picture below).  If you make it to the patio, make sure to check out the mural by local
artist Amanda Aquino that tells the story of Jacques life from Le Puy-en-Velay,
France to opening a restaurant in Milwaukee's Harbor District. 
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Join Us at The Confluence

Thursday, May 12th
5:00 to 8:00 pm
Best Place at the Historic Pabst Brewery
901 W Juneau Ave, Milwaukee, WI 53233

There’s something amazing happening on May 12th, and you can be part of it. For
the past two years, Milwaukee Water Commons has brought together over 1300
people to shape a vision of what it would mean if Milwaukee were a true water city -
what that city would look like, how its people would engage with it and the benefits
we’d all enjoy. They’ve shaped this into their Water City Agenda, and on May 12th,
you’re invited to see this vision first hand and join in making it a reality.

We’ve been part of this work and really encourage you to come out to this FREE
event on May 12th. There will be arts and music, video and presentations, hands-on
activities and delicious food in a historic and absolutely gorgeous setting. To follow
the event on Facebook, click here.

To pre-register for this free and inspiring event, click here.
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Help Us Reach 1000 Likes
The best way to stay up to date on
what is happening in the Harbor District
is by Liking us on Facebook.  Click the
image to the right or search for
"HarborDistrictMilwaukee" on
Facebook and help us reach 1000
Likes by the time the next newsletter
comes out.

Harbor District on
Instagram
You can follow Harbor District on
Instagram at @harbordistrict .  See
what cool photos we've shared and
share your photos of and in the Harbor
District by tagging us or using
#harbordistrict .

About the Harbor District Initiative
The Harbor District Initiative brings together local, state, and federal government
efforts, the private sector, and community to catalyze the redevelopment of
Milwaukee’s Harbor District. Our goal is to create a resilient waterfront that sets the
standard for how waterfronts work – environmentally, economically and socially.

Learn more at our website harbordistrict.org.

Facebook Instagram Website Email

http://harbordistrict.org
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